WATCH BRIDGEPORT UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH ONLINE

The service is streamed live at

10:45 AM on Sundays and archived
online for later viewing. Visit our
website at www.bridgeportumc.org and
click “Watch Online”.

REVIVE -- Join us each Wednesday
evening for dinner at 6:00 PM and
worship at 6:30 PM as we gather for
fellowship, hope, and healing. Revive
Recovery is a Christ-centered recovery
ministry for anyone facing hurts, habits,
or hang-ups. Would you or your group
be willing to provide a meal? A sign-up
sheet is available in the Narthex. We
are also in need of a volunteer to drive
the van to Clarksburg to pick up people
to attend Revive. Thank you for
extending the hospitality of Christ!

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

United Women in Faith is a community
of women who gather for fellowship,
spiritual growth, mission, and service.
Smaller groups, called circles, meet
regularly throughout the year. Women
of all ages are welcome, and you do not
need to be a current member to attend.

Esther Ruth Circle will meet
September 1 at 10:30 AM in the Bride’s
Room.

Lydia Circle will meet September 14 at
10:30 AM in the Education Building
Library.

Whether you have participated for years
or are simply curious, you are welcome
to visit either circle and find a place to
connect, grow, and serve.

JOIN THE CHANCEL CHOIR

This Falll Do you enjoy singing?
Chancel Choir rehearsal begin
Wednesday, September 9, at 7:00
PM on the Fellowship Hall stage. The
choir helps lead our congregation in
worship while offering a wonderful
opportunity for music, fellowship, and
service. New members are always
welcome! Contact Dr. Dan at
347-706-8300 for more information.

YOUTH FALL KICKOFF — September

13! Students in grades 6—12 are invited
to kick off a new year of BUMC Youth
on Sunday, September 13, at 6:00
PM! Come connect with friends, meet
our new Youth Director Scott Davis,
have some fun, and get a first look at
what’s ahead as we grow together in
faith, friendship, and service. Whether
you’ve been involved in youth before or
are coming for the first time, there’s a
place for you.

Weekly Devotional Reading
Sunday: Philippians 4:15-19
Monday: Galatians 2:19-21
Tuesday: Acts 2:1-6, 36-37
Wednesday: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18
Thursday: Deuteronomy 10:12-15
Friday: Hebrews 12:1-7, 10, 14
Saturday: Numbers 22:22-23,
2531

Breath Prayer This Week
Holy Father, teach us your truths
and guide us by your light. Amen.

BENEDUM OPEN GOLF
TOURNAMENT United Methodist Men
would like to thank the sponsors, those
who participated, and the support staff
for their help in raising over $7,500.
This will help support our Youth and
other ministries throughout the year.
Thanks!

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND

BIBLE STUDIES

Sundays at 9:30 AM

Adult Classes

Bread of Life—Library

Faith, Family, & Friends—Parlor

Youth & Children

Youth Sunday School—Educ. Building

Young Explorers (ages 3 through
Grade 5)—Primary Chapel

Nursery Care (infants through age 2)—
Nursery

Children’s Church

Grades K-5—10:45

Children’s Church room

Weekly Bible Studies

Lectionary Bible Study—Thursday,
10:00 AM, Library

Bible Study—Thursday, 7:00 PM,
Sanctuary overflow

L.I.F.E. Bible Study—Tuesday,
7:30 PM, Johnson Ave.

CHILDCARE & OTHER ASSISTANCE—
ASK AN USHER
SATURDAY, 6:15 PM—infants through age
5, Nursery, hallway by back Chapel
SUNDAY, 8:30—infants through age 5,
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel
SUNDAY, 10:45—infants through age 2,
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel
SUNDAY, 10:45—ages 3-4, Education
Building—1st room on right
SUNDAY, 10:45—grades K-5, Children’s
Church Room

Large Print Hymnals are available at the
Sanctuary entrance.

Prayer Cards are located in the pew racks.
Membership Directories are available in
the Church Office.

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE

Auqust 29, 2026 6:15 PM

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
GATHERING MUSIC
*OPENING HYMN
*INVOCATION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

LIVING THE MISSION

* Visit our website at bridgeportumc.org for ministry updates, events,
and opportunities to connect.
* Prayer cards are available and may be placed in an offering basket.
* You may give online, mail your donation to the church, or place your
offering in a basket at the entryway.

THE WORD IN MUSIC The Gift of Love

*SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 John 1-13

MESSAGE TINY BUT MIGHTY:
BIG FAITH IN THE BIBLE’S SMALLEST BOOKS
Vital Signs Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh

*HYMN OF RESPONSE Lord, | Want to Be a Christian UMH 402
PASTORAL PRAYER

*SENDING HYMN They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love FWS 2223
*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

*SENDING FORTH

POSTLUDE

Don Gardner, pianist

Cry of My Heart FWS 2165

Childcare is available for infants through age 5
in the Nursery in the back hallway by the Chapel.

*Indicates standing as able.

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ JOHNSON AVENUE
August 30, 2026 9:45 AM

Gathering to Praise

*Prayer of Invocation and Invitation
*Scripture Choruses and Songs Jim Harris, pianist
Growing in the Word

2 John 1-13

TINY BUT MIGHTY:
BIG FAITH IN THE BIBLE’S SMALLEST BOOKS
What We Believe and Know to Be Truth!

Glorifying God Through Communion and Response

*Scripture

Message

Rick Curtis

Holy Communion
(In Holy Communion, we remember God’s sacrificial love
revealed in Jesus Christ and receive God’s grace anew.)

Going Forth to Share and Serve
Living the Mission
*Closing Song
*Benediction and Sending Forth
*Indicates standing as able.

Bridgepert (i  Welrdgl Chroreh.
August 30, 2026 + 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM

THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

:
2 Do

WORSHIP CELEBRATION

WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE VISION OF “MATTHEW 25”
We are a community of faith focused on being in ministry with and for the least, the
last, the lonely, and the left out. Jesus said, “When you do it to the least of these,
you do it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). Through worship, prayer, and study, God
strengthens us to go forth and serve in Matthew 25 Ministries.

PRELUDES Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (HYFRYDOL) arr. by David Cherwien
Blest Be the Tie That Binds (DENNIS) arr. by Allan Mahnke
Theme and Variation on O WALY WALY (Where Love Is Found) Jan Linker
As we gather, we remember those worshiping at our Maplewood Worship Service.
Today'’s leader is Nancy McClure.

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT AND THE WORD
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Reader: Grace, mercy, and peace be with you!

ALL: And also with you!

Reader: Let us join our hearts to worship God in truth and in love.

ALL: We worship the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ, in truth and in love.

Reader: Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, and in him our joy is made complete.

ALL: We will walk in his truth and according to his commandments as we |
love one another.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN OF WORSHIP UMH 193

- g oS L ¢ e m‘u

Jesus! the Name High over All
(Tune: AZMON,; verses 1-5)

WORD IN MUSIC Simple Song (from Mass) Leonard Bernstein

Sing God a simple song: Lauda, Laude.*
Make it up as you go along:
Lauda, Laude.

Sing like you like to sing.

God loves all simple things.

For God is the simplest of all.

| will lift up my eyes
to the hills from whence comes my help.
| will lift up my voice to the Lord,
singing Lauda, Laude.
For the Lord
is my shade, is the shade
upon my right hand.
And the sun shall not smite me by day
nor the moon by night.
Blessed is the man who loves the Lord —
Lauda, Lauda, Laude —
and walks in his ways.

| will sing the Lord a new song.
To praise him, to bless him,
to bless the Lord,
| will sing his praises
while | live all of my days.
Blessed is the man who loves the Lord.
Blessed is the man who praises him.
Lauda, Lauda, Laude.
And walks in his ways.

*Lauda, Laude means “praise”
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SCRIPTURE LESSON 2 John 1-13

The elder to the elect lady and her children, whom | love in the truth, and not
only | but also all who know the truth, because of the truth that abides in us and will be
with us forever:

Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us from God the Father and from Jesus
Christ, the Father’s Son, in truth and love.

| was overjoyed to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we
have been commanded by the Father. But now, dear lady, | ask you, not as though |
were writing you a new commandment but one we have had from the beginning: let us
love one another. And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this
is the commandment just as you have heard it from the beginning—you must walk in
it.

Many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess that
Jesus Christ has come in the flesh; any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist!
Be on your guard, so that you do not lose what we have worked for but may receive a
full reward. Everyone who does not abide in the teaching of Christ, but goes beyond it,
does not have God; whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son.
If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive and welcome
this person into your house, for to welcome is to participate in the evil deeds of such a
person.

Although | have much to write to you, | would rather not use paper and ink;
instead, | hope to come to you and talk with you face to face, so that our joy may be
complete.

The children of your elect sister send you their greetings.

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  Come, Holy Ghost, Our Hearts Inspire UMH 603
At 10:45, children in grades K-5 are invited to Children’s Church
during the Hymn of Preparation.
Nursery care and classroom locations are listed in the bulletin announcements.

TINY BUT MIGHTY:
BIG FAITH IN THE BIBLE’S SMALLEST BOOKS

MESSAGE Vital Signs Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh
*HYMN OF RESPONSE Awake, O Sleeper UMH 551
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed UMH 882

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*universal

S 0 T

CONFESSION AND PARDON
Reader: Let us confess our sin before God.
ALL: Merciful God, you have called us to walk in truth and in love, but
we confess that we often separate what you have joined together. We
speak the truth without grace, and we speak of love while avoiding the
truth. We fail to love one another as Christ has commanded us, and
our lives do not always reflect the faith we profess. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us again in the way of Jesus Christ, that we may walk
faithfully in truth and love. Amen.

(Moments of Silent Prayer)

Reader: Hear the good news: God’s grace, mercy, and peace are ours in
Jesus Christ, who came among us in the flesh and revealed the fullness of
God’s love. In Christ, we are forgiven and made new.

ALL: In Christ, we are forgiven and made new. Thanks be to God!
Amen.

LIVING THE MISSION
* Visit our website at bridgeportumc.org for ministry updates, events, and
opportunities to connect.
* Prayer cards are available and may be placed in an offering basket.
* You may give online, mail your donation to the church, or place your
offering in a basket at the entryway.

*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 95
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Him, all creatures here below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen
MOMENTS OF GUIDED PRAYER

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Reader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Reader: We give you all thanks and praise, O God of truth and love, for the grace,
mercy, and peace that come to us through your Son, Jesus Christ.

You are the Creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image and
breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away and our love failed, your
love remained steadfast.

In the fullness of time, you sent forth your Son, Jesus Christ. Born of the
Virgin Mary, he came in the flesh to redeem us. He healed the sick, fed the
hungry, and ate with sinners. He gave us a new yet old commandment: that we
should love one another.

Though he was rejected and condemned, your Son poured out his life on
the cross in the ultimate act of love. But on the third day, he rose from the dead to
demonstrate that love triumphs over evil.

Now, in light of the incredible power and unfathomable depth of your love
for us, empower us by your Holy Spirit to walk in your truth and love and to truly
love one another, just as you have loved us. May the world know that we are your
disciples, and may they see your love in us.

Enable us to live in your love until that day when you appear and we will be
like you, because we will see you as you are.

ALL: To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory,
majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN  They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love FWS 2223
*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING FORTH

POSTLUDE Postlude on CAITHNESS (O For A Closer Walk with God)

Healey Willan

Ministering in the Service: Tom Price — liturgist; Brett Miller — organist/pianist;
Dr. Dan Hughes — soloist; Rev. Sarita Robinson — Associate Pastor

*Indicates standing as able.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK (August 30 — September 6)

SUNDAY )
8:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
9:30 AM Bread of Life Sunday School Library
9:30 AM Faith, Family, Friends SS Parlor
9:30 AM Young Explorers Sunday School  Primary Chapel
9:30 AM Youth Sunday School Education Building
9:45 AM Worship @ Johnson Ave. Johnson Ave. Campus
9:45 AM Maplewood Worship Service Maplewood
10:45 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
3:00 PM Mon Valley District Conference Sanctuary
5:30 PM Membership Gathering Fellowship Hall
MONDAY
7:00 AM AA Morning Meditation Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM PreventiCare Nursery
TUESDAY
10:00 AM Staff Meeting Fowler Heritage Room
10:30 AM Esther Ruth Circle Meeting Bride’s Room
7:30 PM L.I.LF.E. Johnson Ave. Campus

WEDNESDAY
Revive Recovery Dinner Johnson Ave. Campus
Revive Recovery Worship Service Johnson Ave. Campus

THURSDAY

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

7:00 AM Men'’s Prayer and Coffee Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM PreventiCare Nursery
10:00 AM Lectionary Bible Study Library
6:00 PM Sweet Hour of Prayer Johnson Ave. Campus
7:00 PM Bible Study Sanctuary Overflow
FRIDAY (Office Closed)
7:00 AM AA Morning Meditation Johnson Ave. Campus
SATURDAY
6:15 PM Saturday Evening Service Sanctuary
SUNDAY, September 6
8:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
9:30 AM Bread of Life Sunday School Library
9:30 AM Faith, Family, Friends SS Parlor
9:30 AM Youth Sunday School Education Building
9:30 AM Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th)  Primary Chapel
9:45 AM Worship @ Johnson Ave. Johnson Ave. Campus
9:45 AM Maplewood Worship Service Maplewood
10:45 AM Worship Service Sanctuary

Children & Youth Music Ministries

All Children and youth are invited to join our choirs and hand-
bells beginning Sunday, September 13! These groups offer a fun
way for children to grow in faith, build friendships, develop
musical skills, and participate in the life of the church.
Cherub choir (ages 3—1st grade): 5:00 PM,
Primary Chapel
Contact: Jenny Lawson—-304-669-0618
Jubilate Singers (2nd-5th grade): 5:00 PM,
Children’s Church Room
Contact: Katherine Hughes — 646-879-8552
Seraphim Singers (6th—12th grade): 5:30 PM,
Fellowship Hall Stage
Contact: Katherine Hughes—-646-879-8552
Children’s Handbells (Elementary): 5:30 PM,
Children’s Church Room
Contact: Jenny Murray—-304-293-7993
Choirs include singing, Bible stories, rhythm instruments, and fun!
Groups usually participate in the 10:45 worship service once a month,
but participation in worship is hot required to be part of the choirs.




