WATCH BRIDGEPORT UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH ONLINE

The service is streamed live at

10:45 AM on Sundays, and is archived
online for later viewing as well. Visit
the Church Website at
www.bridgeportumc.org and click
“Watch Online”.

REVIVE RECOVERY Join us every
Wednesday at the Johnson Avenue
Campus for dinner, worship,
fellowship, and hope. Dinner begins at
6:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:30
PM. Revive Recovery is a Christ-
centered recovery ministry for anyone
facing hurts, habits, or hang-ups.

TEE OFF FOR A GREAT CAUSE

The Enjoy an afternoon on the course
while supporting the ministry of our
United Methodist Youth!

The Benedum Open Golf Scramble will
be held on Sunday, August 9, at

3:30 PM at Bel Meadows Country Club.
Every swing helps support Youth
Ministry and the opportunities our young
people have to grow in faith, serve
others, and build lasting friendships.
Gather a foursome or sign up as an
individual, and join us for an afternoon
of golf, fellowship, and fun.

Cost to register is $40.
Register via the online
form, by scanning the QR
code, or by contacting
Russell Francis

at 304.842.5895.

VBS IS ALMOST HERE
The clues are coming together... and
the case is about to begin!
This year's Vacation Bible
School, On the Case:
Discovering God's Amazing
Love, invites children to be-
come detectives as they
uncover how God's love is at
work throughout the Bible.
Through engaging stories, music,
crafts, games, snacks, and hands-on
activities, kids will discover that God's
love is always faithful, always present,
and always worth sharing.

Sunday-Wednesday, July 19-22
6:00-8:00 PM

For children ages 3 through those
entering 6th grade

Register online at: https://
www.bridgeportumc.org/vacation-bible-
school

Paper registration forms are also availa-
ble on the table at the back of the Sanc-
tuary.

Invite your children, grandchildren,
neighbors, and friends — and join us as
we investigate the greatest mystery of
all: God's amazing love!

Weekly Devotional Reading

Sunday: Genesis 50:22-26
Monday: John 3:16-21
Tuesday: Judges 6:36-40
Wednesday: Ephesians 5:15-20
Thursday: 1 Corinthians 12:12-14,
18, 21-27
Friday: Job 38:31-41
Saturday: Acts 16:6-10

Breath Prayer This Week
Father God, we pray that you will
enable us to carry on in doing
your will, even when our daily
work feels monotonous. Amen.

THERE’S STILL TIME TO
VOLUNTEER FOR VBS!

VBS begins next week, and there is still
time to be part of the fun! We’'d love a
few more volunteers to help children
discover God’s amazing love through
Bible stories, crafts, games, music,
snacks, and fun. To volunteer, please fill
out the online form, pick up a paper
form at the back of the Sanctuary, or
contact the church office.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND

BIBLE STUDIES

Adult Sunday School Classes:

Bread of Life SS/Library/9:30 AM

Faith, Family, Friends/Parlor/9:30 AM

Youth SS/Education Building/9:30 AM

Young Explorers SS/ages 3-5th grade/
Primary Chapel/9:30 AM

Nursery Care/Infant-2 year old/
Nursery/9:30 AM

Children’s Church Ages 5 thru 5™
grade/10:45 AM/Children’s
Church room, back of
Sanctuary

Lectionary Bible Study/Thursdays/
Library/10:00 AM

Bible Study/Sanctuary overflow/
Thursdays/7:00 PM

L.I.F.E. Bible Study/Johnson Ave.
Campus/Tuesdays/7:30 PM

AVAILABLE SERVICES—ASK AN USHER FOR
ASSISTANCE

6:15 PM SATURDAY EVENINGS, infants
through age 5, Nursery, hallway by back
Chapel

8:30 Service Childcare - infants-5 years,
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel

10:45 Service Childcare - infants-2 years,
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel

10:45 Service Childcare for 3 & 4 yr. olds,
Educ. Bldg. - 1st room on right

10:45 Children’s Church - ages 5-5% grade,
Children’s Church Room

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE

July 11, 2026 6:15 PM

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT
GATHERING MUSIC
*OPENING HYMN
*INVOCATION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

LIVING THE MISSION
* Visit our website at bridgeportumc.org for ministry updates, events,
and opportunities to connect.
* Prayer cards are available and may be placed in an offering basket.
* You may give online, mail your donation to the church, or place your
offering in a basket at the entryway.

Max Garner, pianist

Blessed Assurance UMH 369

THE WORD IN MUSIC
*SCRIPTURE LESSON Ruth 4:1-22

FROM EMPTY TO FULL: A JOURNEY THROUGH RUTH
MESSAGE Dead Ends, Full Life Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh

*HYMN OF RESPONSE  Great Is Thy Faithfulness UMH 140
PASTORAL PRAYER

*SENDING HYMN All the Way My Savior Leads Me
*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

*SENDING FORTH

POSTLUDE

Child Care is available for infants — 5 years old in the Nursery in the back
hallway by the Chapel
*Indicates standing as able.

(inside bulletin)

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ JOHNSON AVENUE

July 12, 2026 9:45 AM
Gathering to Praise

*Prayer of Invocation and Invitation

*Scripture Choruses and Songs Jim Harris

Growing in the Word

*Scripture Ruth 4:1-22
FrRom EMPTY TO FULL: A JOURNEY THROUGH RUTH
Message Dead Ends, Full Life Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh

Glorifying God Through Communion and Response

Holy Communion
(This sacrament or “Holy Covenant” is a way of visibly remembering
God’s Sacrificial Love given in Christ Jesus and receiving his grace anew.)

Going Forth to Share and Serve
Ministry Stewardship and Opportunities
*Closing Song
*Benediction and Sending Forth

*Indicates standing as able.

Bridgepert (i  Velrdgl Chrreh.
July 12, 2026 + 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

WORSHIP CELEBRATION
WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE VISION OF “MATTHEW 25”
We are a community of faith focused on being in ministry with and for the least, the
last, the lonely, and the left out. Jesus said, “When you do it to the least of these,
you do it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). This is our primary work. Please join us as we
strengthen ourselves for the task in worship, prayer, and study and then go forth to
serve in Matthew 25 Ministries.

PRELUDES O Perfect Love arr. by Joseph Barnby

All My Hope on God Is Founded (MICHAEL) arr. by Mark Sedio
Lord of All Hopefulness (SLANE) arr. by David Cherwien
As we gather, we are mindful of our Maplewood Worship Service.
Today’s leader is Sarita Robinson.

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT AND THE WORD
*CALL TO WORSHIP (Based on Psalm 16)

Reader: Come, bless the Lord, in whom we find our refuge and security.

ALL: You are our God; everything that is good comes from you alone.

Reader: Come, bless the Lord, who gives us a rich inheritance and surrounds us
with abundance.

ALL: You are our God; our lives are in your hands.

Reader: Come, bless the Lord, who leads and guides us on the path of life and
whose presence strengthens and sustains us.

ALL: You are our God; we will not be shaken.

Reader: Let us worship God together!

ALL: We worship you; for you are our God, and in your presence, there is
fullness of joy!

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION
*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

*HYMN OF WORSHIP  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing UMH 400
WORD IN MUSIC Who Am | by Mark Hall

1. Who am |, that the Lord of all the earth would care to know my name,
would care to feel my hurt?
Who am |, that the Bright and Morning Star would choose to light the way
for my ever wand'ring heart?
Not because of who | am, but because of what you've done,
Not because of what I've done, but because of who you are.
| am a flower quickly fading, here today and gone tomorrow;
A wave tossed in the ocean, a vapor in the wind.
Still you hear me when I'm calling.
Lord, you catch me when I'm falling.
And you've told me who | am; | am yours, | am yours.

2. Who am |, that the eyes that see my sin would look on me with love
and watch me rise again?
Who am |, that the voice that calmed the sea, would call out through the rain
and calm the storm in me?...

At 10:45, children in grades K-5 are invited to Children’s Church during
the Word in Music. Nursery care and classroom locations
are listed in the bulletin announcements.
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SCRIPTURE LESSON Ruth 4:1-22

No sooner had Boaz gone up to the gate and sat down there than the
next-of-kin of whom Boaz had spoken came passing by. So Boaz said, “Come over;
sit down here.” And he went over and sat down. Then Boaz took ten men of the elders
of the town and said, “Sit down here,” so they sat down. He then said to the
next-of-kin, “Naomi, who has come back from the country of Moab, is selling the
parcel of land that belonged to our kinsman Elimelech. So | thought | would tell you of
it and say: Buy it in the presence of those sitting here and in the presence of the
elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if you will not, tell me, so that |
may know; for there is no one prior to you to redeem it, and | come after you.” So he
said, “I will redeem it.” Then Boaz said, “The day you acquire the field from the hand of
Naomi, you are also acquiring Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead man, to
maintain the dead man’s name on his inheritance.” At this, the next-of-kin said, “I
cannot redeem it for myself without damaging my own inheritance. Take my right of
redemption yourself, for | cannot redeem it.”

Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and
exchanging to confirm a transaction: the one took off a sandal and gave it to the other;
this was the manner of attesting in Israel. So when the next-of-kin said to Boaz,
“Acquire it for yourself,” he took off his sandal. Then Boaz said to the elders and all the
people, “You are witnesses today that | have acquired from the hand of Naomi all that
belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to Chilion and Mahlon. | have also
acquired Ruth the Moabite, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, to maintain the dead
man’s name on his inheritance, in order that the name of the dead may not be cut off
from his kindred and from the gate of his native place; today you are witnesses.” Then
all the people who were at the gate, along with the elders, said, “We are witnesses.
May the Lord make the woman who is coming into your house like Rachel and Leah,
who together built up the house of Israel. May you produce children in Ephrathah and
bestow a name in Bethlehem; and, through the children that the Lord will give you by
this young woman, may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore to
Judah.”

So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. When they came together, the
Lord made her conceive, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi,
“Blessed be the Lord, who has not left you this day without next-of-kin, and may his
name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to you a restorer of life and a nourisher of
your old age, for your daughter-in-law who loves you, who is more to you than seven
sons, has borne him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her bosom and
became his nurse. The women of the neighborhood gave him a name, saying, “A son
has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed; he became the father of Jesse, the
father of David.

Now these are the descendants of Perez: Perez became the father of Hezron,
Hezron of Ram, Ram of Amminadab, Amminadab of Nahshon, Nahshon of Salmon,
Salmon of Boaz, Boaz of Obed, Obed of Jesse, and Jesse of David.

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

*HYMN OF PREPARATION
MESSAGE

UMH 347

FrRomMm EmMPTY TO FULL: A JOURNEY THROUGH RUTH
Dead Ends, Full Life Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh

Goodness of God

Spirit Song

*HYMN OF RESPONSE

1. Ilove you, Lord;
O, your mercy never fails me.
All my days, I’'ve been held in your hands.
From the moment that | wake up

Your goodness is running after,
it’s running after me;
Your goodness is running after,
it’s running after me.

until | lay my head, With my life laid down,
1 will sing of the goodness of God I’'m surrendered now,
I give you everything.

Chorus: All my life you have been faithful;
All my life you have been so, so good.
With every breath that | am able,

I will sing of the goodness of God.

Your goodness is running after,

it’s running after me. [Chorus]
© 2018 Capitol CMG Paragon; SHOUT! Music Publishing

2. I love your voice;
you have led me through the fire.
In darkest night, you are close like no other.
I’'ve known you as a father;
I’'ve known you as a friend.
I have lived in the goodness of God. [Chorus]

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH A Statement of Faith
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.

UMH 883

LIVING THE MISSION
« Visit our website at bridgeportumc.org for ministry updates, events, and
opportunities to connect.
* Prayer cards are available and may be placed in an offering basket.
* You may give online, mail your donation to the church, or place your
offering in a basket at the entryway.

*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

UMH 94

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

MOMENTS OF GUIDED PRAYER

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Reader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.. \ s
ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. /
Reader: Faithful God, we thank you because you never abandon our people.

Long before we recognize your hand, your grace is already at work. Long before

we can see the destination, you are faithfully leading us along the road.

Today we thank you for the witness of Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz. Through
their ordinary acts of love and faithfulness, you accomplished your extraordinary
purpose. Through their family, you prepared the way for King David, and through
David's family, you gave the world Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.

Gracious Father, thank you for your steadfast love. Lord Jesus, thank you
for redeeming us and giving us new life. Holy Spirit, continue to lead us, strengthen
us, and guide us in the way everlasting.

As we leave this place, help us to trust you when the road is winding, to
remain faithful when the journey is long, and to remember that no act of love or
obedience is ever wasted in your kingdom.

ALL: With grateful hearts, we offer you our thanks and praise. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN All the Way My Savior Leads Me
1. All the way my Savior leads me, What have | to ask beside?
Can | doubt His tender mercy, Who through life has been my Guide?
Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort, Here by faith in Him to dwell!
For | know, whate’er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well;
For | know, whate’er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well.

2. All the way my Savior leads me, Cheers each winding path I tread,
Gives me grace for every trial, Feeds me with the living Bread.
Though my weary steps may falter, And my soul athirst may be,
Gushing from the Rock before me, Lo! A spring of joy I see;
Gushing from the Rock before me, Lo! A spring of joy | see.

3. All the way my Savior leads me, Oh, the fullness of His love!
Perfect rest to me is promised In my Father’s house above.
When my spirit, clothed immortal, Wings its flight to realms of day
This my song through endless ages: Jesus led me all the way;

This my song through endless ages: Jesus led me all the way!
Words by Fanny J. Crosby; Music by Robert Lowry

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK (July 12—July 19)
SUNDAY
8:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
9:30 AM Bread of Life Sunday School Library
9:30 AM Faith, Family, Friends SS Parlor
9:30 AM Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th)  Primary Chapel
9:30 AM Youth Sunday School Education Building
9:45 AM Worship @ Johnson Ave. Johnson Ave. Campus
9:45 AM Maplewood Worship Service Maplewood
10:45 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
MONDAY
7:00 AM AA Morning Meditation Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM Preventicare Nursery
TUESDAY
10:00 AM Staff Meeting Fowler Heritage Room
7:00 PM Finance Meeting Fowler Heritage Room
7:30 PM L.ILF.E. Johnson Ave. Campus
WEDNESDAY
6:00 PM Revive Recovery Dinner Johnson Ave. Campus
6:30 PM Revive Recovery Service Johnson Ave. Campus
THURSDAY
7:00 AM Men’s Prayer and Coffee Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM PreventiCare Nursery
10:00 AM Lectionary Class Library
6:00 PM Sweet Hour of Prayer Johnson Ave. Campus
7:00 PM Bible Study Sanctuary Overflow
FRIDAY (Office Closed)
7:00 AM AA Morning Meditation Johnson Ave. Campus
SATURDAY
6:15 PM Saturday Evening Service Sanctuary
SUNDAY, July 19
8:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
9:30 AM Bread of Life Sunday School Library
9:30 AM Faith, Family, Friends SS Parlor
9:30 AM Youth Sunday School Education Building
9:30 AM Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th) Primary Chapel
9:45 AM Worship @ Johnson Ave. Johnson Ave. Campus
9:45 AM Maplewood Worship Service Maplewood
10:45 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
6:00-8:00 PM VBS Sanctuary

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD
*SENDING FORTH

POSTLUDE Postlude by Flor Peeters

*Indicates standing as able.
Those Ministering in the Service: Cheryl Bramble — liturgist; Brett Miller —
organist and pianist; Charlea Ramsey — soloist; Jim Harris — pianist

The Rose on the Altar is in celebration of the birth of Beau Christopher Cronin,
born on June 3™ to Kathleen and Andrew Cronin. The grandmother is Patsy Coll.

UNITED WOMEN TN FATTH
Church members preview-
Thursday, July 23 from 5-7 PM
Open to the public-
July 24 - 25 from 8 AM -2 PM
Half price day- July 27; 8 AM -2 PM
Bag Day- July 28; 8 AM -11 AM

whale of a sal




