
 
Bridgeport United Methodist Church  

August 2, 2026 † 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 

August 1, 2026                                                                  6:15 PM 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT                                                          

 GATHERING MUSIC                                                               Jim Harris, pianist 

*OPENING HYMNS    Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying          FWS 2193 
                                         Where the Spirit of the Lord Is                 FWS 2119 

 

*INVOCATION                        

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  LIVING THE MISSION  

 • Visit our website at bridgeportumc.org for ministry updates, events, 

 and opportunities to connect.  

 • Prayer cards are available and may be placed in an offering basket.  

 • You may give online, mail your donation to the church, or place your 

 offering in a basket at the entryway.  

 

 

 THE WORD IN MUSIC 

*SCRIPTURE LESSON               Romans 8:18-30 

 MESSAGE  

 Life in the Spirit:  You Were Made for This (Romans 8)                      
       Groaning for Glory            Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE          Healer of Our Every Ill                       FWS 2213 
                     

 SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

*SENDING HYMN                       Joy to the World                               UMH 246 

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD  

*SENDING FORTH                         

 POSTLUDE                                 

Child Care is available for infants – 5 years old in the Nursery in the back              
hallway by the Chapel 

 *Indicates standing as able. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ JOHNSON AVENUE 

August 2,  2026                                                                  9:45 AM      

Gathering to Praise                                                                           

*Prayer of Invocation and Invitation 

*Scripture Choruses and Songs                                                              Jim Harris 

Growing in the Word     

*Scripture                                      Romans 8:18-30 

 Message   Life in the Spirit:  You Were Made for This (Romans 8)                      
                           Groaning for Glory     Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh 

                                                                                      

Glorifying God Through Communion and Response  

   Holy Communion 
 (This sacrament or “Holy Covenant” is a way of visibly remembering                        

God’s Sacrificial Love given in Christ Jesus and receiving his grace anew.) 
 

Going Forth to Share and Serve 

   Ministry Stewardship and Opportunities  

  *Closing Song 

  *Benediction and Sending Forth 

   *Indicates standing as able. 

WATCH BRIDGEPORT UNITED                    
METHODIST CHURCH ONLINE                                                                    
The service is streamed live at                   
10:45 AM on Sundays, and is archived 
online for later viewing as well.  Visit 
the Church Website at 
www.bridgeportumc.org and click 
“Watch Online”.           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

REVIVE RECOVERY  Join us every 
Wednesday at the Johnson Avenue 
Campus for dinner, worship,                      
fellowship, and hope. Dinner begins at 
6:00 PM, followed by worship at 6:30 
PM. Revive Recovery is a Christ-
centered recovery ministry for anyone 
facing hurts, habits, or hang-ups.  
 
 

TEE OFF FOR A GREAT CAUSE              
The Benedum Open Golf Scramble will 
be held on Sunday, August 9, at                  
3:30 PM at Bel Meadows Country Club.             
Every swing helps support Youth                   
Ministry and the opportunities our young 
people have to grow in faith, serve             
others, and build lasting friendships. 
Gather a foursome or sign up as an  
individual, and join us for an afternoon 
of golf, fellowship, and fun. 

Cost to register is $40. 
Register via the online 
form, by scanning the QR 
code, or by contacting 
Russell Francis 
at 304.842.5895. 
 

FLOOD RELIEF COLLECTION       
Our partners at the Upshur Parish 
House continue to serve families                 
affected by the recent flooding. At this 
time, there is an urgent need 
for cleaning supplies.  
Requested Items:  
   •Liquid concentrate household cleaner 
(no spray cleaners) 
   •Bottled dish soap 
   •Please do not donate Clorox or other   
bleach-based products. 
We are also continuing to collect  
personal hygiene items, including  
shampoo, body wash, deodorant, 
combs and brushes, feminine hygiene 
products, and other personal care 
items.  
Donations may be placed in the               
collection area in the church Narthex.  
You may also support flood relief                  
financially:   
Upshur Parish House: Write "Upshur 
Parish House" on the memo line of your 
check, your giving envelope, or in 
the Other section of online giving. 
WV Annual Conference Disaster            
Response: Write "WV Flood Relief" on 
the memo line, your giving envelope, or 
in the Other section of online giving.            
Thank you for helping our neighbors as 
they begin the long journey of recovery. 
Every gift makes a difference.  
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND 
BIBLE STUDIES   
Adult Sunday School Classes: 

Bread of Life SS/Library/9:30 AM 

Faith, Family, Friends/Parlor/9:30 AM 

Youth SS/Education Building/9:30 AM 

Young Explorers SS/ages 3-5th grade/

 Primary Chapel/9:30 AM                       

Nursery Care/Infant-2 year old/               

 Nursery/9:30 AM 

Children’s Church Ages 5 thru 5
th 

 grade/10:45 AM/Children’s 

 Church room, back of                              

 Sanctuary  

Lectionary Bible Study/Thursdays/

 Library/10:00 AM 

Bible Study/Sanctuary overflow/ 

 Thursdays/7:00 PM  

L.I.F.E. Bible Study/Johnson Ave.  

 Campus/Tuesdays/7:30 PM 

 

 

 

 

Available services—ask an usher for 
assistance                                                     
6:15 PM Saturday Evenings, infants 
through age 5, Nursery, hallway by back 
Chapel                                                             
8:30 Service Childcare - infants-5 years, 
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel                        
10:45 Service Childcare - infants-2 years, 
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel                                      
10:45 Service Childcare for 3 & 4 yr. olds, 
Educ. Bldg. - 1st room on right                             
10:45 Children’s Church - ages 5-5th  grade, 
Children’s Church Room                                    
Large Print Hymnals at main entrance to 
the Sanctuary                                                           
Prayer Cards to indicate special concerns 
are located in the pew racks                                        
Membership Directories are available in 
the Church Office. 
 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE VISION OF “MATTHEW 25”  
We are a community of faith focused on being in ministry with and for the least, the 

last, the lonely, and the left out. Jesus said, “When you do it to the least of these, 

you do it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). This is our primary work. Please join us as we 

strengthen ourselves for the task in worship, prayer, and study and then go forth to 

serve in Matthew 25 Ministries.                                    
  

 PRELUDES             Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire         arr. by Paul Manz 
          Whate’er my God Wouldst Have Befall   arr. by Gilbert Martin 
             Jerusalem, My Happy Home (LAND OF REST)   arr. by Robert Lau 

As we gather, we are mindful of our Maplewood Worship Service.  
Today’s leader is Rick Curtis.                              

 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT AND THE WORD  
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

     Reader: All creation groans as it waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

children of God. 

   ALL: We ourselves groan as we wait in hope for what we do not yet see — 

the glory that will be revealed in us. 

   Reader: Even the Holy Spirit groans, praying in us and for us, giving voice to our 

wordless hopes and longings before God. 

   ALL: That same Spirit is at work within us, conforming us to the image of 

God’s Son, Jesus Christ. 

   Reader: Therefore, let us offer our praise and prayers to God! 

   ALL: We come before God to worship with eager longing and expectant 

hope.                                                
    

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  
 

*HYMN OF WORSHIP              This Is My Father’s World                         UMH 144 
                                       

    

  

  

      

 

  

                           

     

 

Weekly Devotional Reading       

Sunday: Proverbs 10:6-14 
Monday: Psalm 27:1-3, 13-14 

Tuesday: Hebrews 1:7-14 
Wednesday:  John 14:5-11 
Thursday: Judges 4:4-9, 14 

Friday:  1 Peter 5:6-11 
Saturday: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-10 

 

 Breath Prayer This Week   
Faithful God, give us the strength 
and ability to endure and overcome 
our challenges as we walk the path 
of faith. Amen.  

 

The tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Friday - Closed 

Life in the Spirit:  
You Were Made for This (Romans 8) 

“Groaning for Glory” 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjbvcXc3NTeAhVRm-AKHW7QBjUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FCross_and_flame&psig=AOvVaw1Xrbtk8rFi7FiU6eaHBOzF&ust=1542313783689804


  

   Reader: Hear the good news: 

 God has not abandoned this groaning world. 

 In Jesus Christ, God has entered our suffering, 

 defeated the powers of sin and death, 

 and begun the work of making all things new. 

 The Holy Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words, 

 and nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 

   ALL: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Glory to God. Amen.  

 

LIVING THE MISSION  

 • Visit our website at bridgeportumc.org for ministry updates, events, and                         

  opportunities to connect.  

 • Prayer cards are available and may be placed in an offering basket.  

 • You may give online, mail your donation to the church, or place your                   

  offering in a basket at the entryway.  

*DOXOLOGY               Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow        UMH 95  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

 TAKING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             Musical Setting A                     UMH 17-18 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

                Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

                Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

                   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

                 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 

          For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 BREAKING THE BREAD 

 

 AGNUS DEI (“Lamb of God”)                                                            Samuel Webbe 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,                                               

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,                                               

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, who takest away our sins, grant us thy peace. 
 

 GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP 

 

 PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Gracious God, we thank you for this holy meal. Strengthened by your 

Spirit and nourished by your grace, send us into the world to live in hope, 

love, and faithful service until all creation shares in the freedom of your                

redemption; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN                            Joy to the World                                UMH 246 
 

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD  
 

*SENDING FORTH   
 

 POSTLUDE   Twenty Miniatures: No. 3                            David Maxwell 

  

       *Indicates standing as able. 

 

Ministering in the Service: Rev. Dr. Dan Kimble – liturgist; Brett Miller – 
organist/pianist; Ben Hughes and Dr. Dan Hughes – vocalists;                                               
Rev. Sarita Robinson – Associate Pastor 
 
Flowers on the Altar are In Memory of Rev. John Barnes given by Steve and                     
Teresa Musgrave. 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK (August 2 – August 9) 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  8:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM  
  9:45 AM 
  9:45 AM 
10:45 AM 
      
 

 
 
 
 

  7:00 AM 
  9:00 AM    
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 AM 
  7:30 PM 
  
 
 
 
 
 

  6:00 PM 
  6:30 PM   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  7:00 AM 
  9:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
  6:00 PM 
  7:00 PM 
  
 
 
 

  7:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  6:15 PM   

   
  
 
 

  8:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:45 AM 
  9:45 AM 
10:45 AM 
  3:30 PM 

SUNDAY 
 
 

Worship Service 
Bread of Life Sunday School 
Faith, Family, Friends SS 
Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th) 
Youth Sunday School 
Worship @ Johnson Ave. 
Maplewood Worship Service 
Worship Service 
 

MONDAY  

 

AA Morning Meditation 
Preventicare 
 

TUESDAY  
Staff Meeting will not meet 
L.I.F.E. 
 

WEDNESDAY  
Revive Recovery Dinner 
Revive Recovery Service 
 
 

THURSDAY  
Men’s Prayer and Coffee 
PreventiCare  
Lectionary Class  
Sweet Hour of Prayer  
Bible Study  
 

FRIDAY (Office Closed) 
AA Morning Meditation 
 

SATURDAY  
Saturday Evening Service 

 

SUNDAY, August 9 
Worship Service 
Bread of Life Sunday School 
Faith, Family, Friends SS 
Youth Sunday School 
Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th) 
Worship @ Johnson Ave. 
Maplewood Worship Service 
Worship Service 
United Methodist Men Golf Tourn. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctuary 
Library 
Parlor  
Primary Chapel 
Education Building 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
Maplewood 
Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 
Nursery 
 
 

Fowler Heritage Room 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 

Nursery 
Library 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
Sanctuary Overflow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary 
Library 
Parlor  
Education Building 
Primary Chapel 
Johnson Ave. Campus   
Maplewood 
Sanctuary 
Bel Meadow Golf Course  
 

*SCRIPTURE LESSON                    Romans 8:18-30 

 I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the 

revealing of the children of God, for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own 

will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 

set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 

children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning together as it 

suffers together the pains of labor, and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who 

have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the                     

redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope, for who hopes for what one already sees? But if we hope for what we do not 

see, we wait for it with patience. 

 Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray 

as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. And 

God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

  We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within 

a large family. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 

called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
  

 Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  

    ALL: Thanks be to God.  

 

*HYMN OF PREPARATION        Where the Spirit of the Lord Is                FWS 2119 
      At 10:45, children in grades K–5 are invited to Children’s Church during the Hymn of                  

Preparation. Nursery care and classroom locations are listed in the bulletin announcements. 
 

 MESSAGE   Life in the Spirit:  You Were Made for This (Romans 8)  
                                               Groaning for Glory                   Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE                    Creation Sings                                    W&S 3018 

© 2000 Hope Publishing Company Words by Shirley Erena Murray 

 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF PARDON 

    Reader: Merciful God, 

 you created the world and called it good, 

 yet we confess that we have grown accustomed to its brokenness. 

 We have accepted as normal what grieves your heart. 

 We have offered easy answers instead of entering suffering with compassion. 

 We have grown weary in doing good 

 and are hesitant to join your work of healing, reconciliation, and peace. 

   ALL: Forgive us, O God. 

 Renew us by your Holy Spirit. 

 When creation groans, teach us to listen. 

 When words fail us, teach us to pray. 

 When hope seems distant, teach us to trust. 

 Conform us to the image of your Son, 

 that we may bear his love into a hurting world 

 and become instruments of your coming kingdom. 

 Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 Moments of Silent Prayer 
 

  

 

       

BRIDGEPORT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh, Senior Pastor † Rev. Sarita Robinson, Associate Pastor 
Rev. George Bramble, Pastoral Care † Rev. Jim Lang, Education   

Dr. Dan Hughes, Director of  Chancel Choir † Brett Miller, Organist                                                
Jim Harris, Tom Price, Accompanists † Russ Francis, Treasurer                                                    

Kim Kapp, Birdie Lipscomb, Administrative Staff † Polly Steele, Director of Preschool                                
Becky Thornton, Director of Joyful Noise Afterschool Program                                                    

Dan & Katherine Hughes, Seraphim Directors † Katherine Hughes, Jubilate Director  
 Jennifer Lawson, Cherub Choir Director  

 Dorothy Prunty, Cathy Hamilton, Michael Moran, Facilities                     

1. Creation sings! And we are in the music, 

the movement of God’s energy and art, 

a liturgy that links our life to angels, 

a litany that rises from the heart. 

The Spirit sings! Through love and                    

lamentation, 

from Pentecost to joy of Easter Day 

the universe is resonant with music, 

the smallest creature dances to its play. 

2. Creation groans at our discordant                  

clashing: 

the Spirit comes with music as our friend 

to bring the harmony of peace and beauty, 

to teach the textures of the way to blend. 

O God, you draw the melody from silence, 

you make of us the instruments of song! 

We offer thanks in worship and in wonder 

that such a gift to human souls belong. 

Christian Sympathy to Katie Perperas on the death of her mother, Edie Davis. 
Jack and Angela Boot on the death of their daughter, Brittani Bomer.  

 

The Rose on the Altar is in celebration of the birth of Gianni Silverio Catalono, 
born on July 24 to the parents of Giovanni and Molly Catalano.                                         
The grandparents are Rod and Amy Summers.  


