WATCH BRIDGEPORT UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH ONLINE

The service is streamed live at

10:45 AM, on Sundays, and is archived
online for later viewing as well. Share
this with persons you know who are out
of town or unable to attend our
Worship Service in person. Visit the
Church Website at
www.bridgeportumc.org and click
“Watch Online”.

REVIVE RECOVERY meets each
Wednesday at 6:30 PM at our
Johnson Avenue Campus.

SEEKING ACOLYTES FOR THE 10:45
SUNDAY SERVICE Young people in
5th grade and up, we'd love to have
your help in the worship service to light
the altar candles at the beginning of the
service and to carry the light of Christ
back out at the end. Whether you have
participated before or you are new to it,
contact Jennifer Kniceley Sprouse at
304-906-9007 (text or call) and we will
update our list with your continued
willingness to help or as a new recruit.

REMINDER: Cherub Choir, Jubilate
Choir, Children’s Handbells, resume
TODAY!

NEW BIBLE STUDY — THE BOOK OF
ACTS: Join us for a new Bible study on
the Book of Acts beginning Thursday,
January 29, at 7:00 PM in the
Intermediate Chapel (Sanctuary
Overflow area). We'll explore how the
early church was formed, challenged,
and sent into the world—and what this
Spirit-led story means for the church
today. Whether you are new to Bible
study or looking to go deeper, you are
welcome.

GROWING IN GRACE 2026

As followers of Christ, we are called to
“serve one another with whatever gift
each has received” (1 Pet. 4:10). This
season, we celebrate how God'’s grace
is growing through the ministries of
Bridgeport United Methodist Church —
in worship, discipleship, mission, and
service. Please prayerfully consider
your financial commitment for 2026 and
return your Commitment Card by
placing it in the offering basket, mailing
it to the church, or completing it online
at bridgeportumc.org.

CONSIDER TEAMING UP WITH A
FAMILY AND/OR FRIENDS TO
PROVIDE A MEAL AT THE
CLARKSBURG MISSION We are
responsible for providing a meal at the
mission the 3rd Sunday of every month
If you are willing to help, please sign up
in the Narthex.

Weekly Devotional Reading

Sunday: Ephesians 3:14-21
Monday: Philippians 4:10-13
Tuesday: II Corinthians 3:13-18
Wednesday: Genesis 33:1-9
Thursday: Matthew 25:31-46
Friday: Hebrews 10:19-25
Saturday: Ephesians 2:1-10

Breath Prayer This Week
Dear Jesus, help us to remember
and care for those who need to be
fed, loved, and encouraged. Thank
you for setting a place at your table
for each of us. Amen.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND

BIBLE STUDIES

Adult Sunday School Classes:

Bread of Life SS/Library/9:30AM

Faith, Family, Friends/Parlor/9:30 AM

Youth SS/Education Building/9:30 AM

Young Explorers SS/ages 3-5th grade/
Primary Chapel/9:30 AM

Nursery Care/Infant-2 year old/
Nursery/9:30 AM

Children’s Church Ages 5 thru 5"
grade/10:45 AM/Children’s
Church room, back of
Sanctuary

Lectionary Bible Study/Thursdays/
Library/10:00 AM

Bible Study/Sanctuary overflow/
Thursdays/7:00 PM
begins Jan. 29

L.I.F.E. Bible Study/Johnson Ave.
Campus/Tuesdays/ 7:30 PM

AVAILABLE SERVICES—ASK AN USHER FOR
ASSISTANCE

6:15 PM SATURDAY EVENINGS, infants
through age 5, Nursery, hallway by back
Chapel

8:30 Service Childcare - infants-5 years,
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel

10:45 Service Childcare - infants-2 years,
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel

10:45 Service Childcare for 2,3 & 4 yr.
olds, Educ. Bldg. - 1st room on right

10:45 Children’s Church - ages 5-5% grade,
Children’s Church Room

Large Print Hymnals at main entrance to
the Sanctuary

Prayer Cards to indicate special concerns
are located in the pew racks

Membership Directories are available in
the Church Office.

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE

January 10, 2026 6:15 PM
BRINGING IN THE LIGHT

GATHERING MUSIC Tom Price
*HYMN Spirit of God FWS 2117
*INVOCATION

*THE LORD’S PRAYER
MINISTRY STEWARDSHIP AND OPPORTUNITIES

~ Use the e-giving tab on the website, mail in your donation, or place it in the
baskets at the entryways.
~ Please visit our website, bridgeportumc.org for regular updates.

WORD IN MUSIC

*SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:13-17
MESSAGE God with Us...in the Waters
*HYMN OF RESPONSE All Who Are Thirsty
REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
*CLOSING HYMN We Were Baptized in Christ Jesus
*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

*SENDING FORTH AND POSTLUDE

Child Care is available for infants — 5 years old in the Nursery in the back
hallway by the Chapel
*Indicates standing as able.

Melissa Paugh
see inside of bulletin

FWS 2251

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ JOHNSON AVENUE

January 11, 2026 9:45 AM
Gathering to Praise

*Prayer of Invocation and Invitation

*Scripture Choruses and Songs Jim Harris

Growing in the Word

Matthew 3:13-17
Today’s Message God with Us...in the Waters
Glorifying God Through Communion and Response

*Scripture
Melissa Paugh

Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant
Holy Communion
(This sacrament or “Holy Covenant” is a way of visibly remembering
God’s Sacrificial Love given in Christ Jesus and receiving his grace anew.)

Going Forth to Share and Serve
Ministry Stewardship and Opportunities
*Closing Song
*Benediction and Sending Forth

*Indicates standing as able.

simpLy  FIRST TIME USERS, SIGN UP
SCAN THE FOR AN ACCOUNT OR
QR CODE  GIVE ANONYMOUSLY.

TOGIVE  ESTABLISHED USERS LOGIN.
THOUGHTFULLY GIVE.

TITHES &
OFFERINGS
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January 11, 2026+ 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM
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WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE VISION OF “MATTHEW 25”

We are a community of faith focused on being in ministry with and for the least, the
last, the lonely, and the left out. Jesus said, “When you do it to the least of these,
you do it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). This is our primary work. Please join us as we
strengthen ourselves for the task in worship, prayer, and study and then go forth to
serve in Matthew 25 Ministries.

PRELUDES Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam
(To Jordan's Stream Came Christ Our Lord), BWYV 685 by J.S. Bach
When Jesus Came to Jordan (KING'S LYNN) arr. by David Cherwien
As we gather, we are mindful of our Maplewood Worship Service.
Today’s leader is Tim Morgan.

BRINGING IN THE LIGHT AND THE WORD

INTROIT Down to the River to Pray

As | went down to the river to pray
Studyin’ about that good ole way
And who shall wear the starry crown,
Good Lord, show me the way.

Oh sisters, let’'s go down,
Let’'s go down, come on down,
Oh sisters, let’s go down,
Down to the river to pray.

As | went down to the river to pray...
Oh fathers, let's go down...

As | went down to the river to pray...
Oh mothers, let’'s go down...

As | went down to the river to pray...
Oh sinners, let’'s go down...

As | went down to the river to pray
Studyin’ about that good ole way
And who shall wear the robe and crown
Good Lord show me the way.

As | went down in the river to pray...
Oh brothers, let’'s go down...

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Reader: At the Jordan River, Jesus stepped into the waters.
ALL: The heavens opened. The Spirit descended.
Reader: A voice from heaven declared love and delight:
ALL: “This is my beloved Son.”

Reader: In the waters of baptism, God is with us.

ALL: Let us worship the God who calls us beloved.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

Reader: Faithful God, you met your Son in the waters of the Jordan. Meet us
here today. As we gather in your presence, remind us that you are not
distant, but near — moving among us by your Spirit, calling us your beloved
children.

Renew us in the waters of your grace. Wash us in mercy, claim us

again in love, and send us forth to live as those marked by Christ.

ALL: We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus, and in the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
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*THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil,
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen
*HYMN OF WORSHIP Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing UMH 400
SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 3:13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to
me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for us in this way to
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus had been baptized, just
as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
God’s Spirit descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the
heavens said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
ALL: Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF PREPARATION
MESSAGE God with Us...in the Waters

*HYMN OF RESPONSE All Who Are Thirsty
All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain;
dip your heart in the stream of life.
Let the pain and the sorrow be washed away
in the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep.

UMH 347
Melissa Paugh

Spirit Song

Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Holy Spirit, come.
Holy Spirit, come.
© 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire) Words and Music by Brenton Brown and Glenn Robertson

REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT
RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH

Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of
this world, and repent of your sin? | do.

Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice,
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves? | do.

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace,
and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ
has opened to people of all ages, nations, and races? | do.

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful members of
Christ’s holy Church and serve as Christ's representatives in the world? | will.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
*universal

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER

REAFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Remember your baptism and be thankful. Amen.

HYMNS
Sweet, Sweet Spirit UMH 334
Blessed Assurance (verses 1-2) UMH 369
’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus (verses 1 and 4) UMH 462
It Is Well with My Soul UMH 377
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 95

THANKSGIVING

Let us rejoice in the faithfulness of our covenant God.

We give thanks for all that God has already given us. As members of
the body of Christ and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,
we will faithfully participate in the ministries of the Church by our prayers,
our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness that in everything God
may be glorified through Jesus Christ.

MINISTRY STEWARDSHIP AND OPPORTUNITIES
~ Please fill out a prayer card if desired and place it in an offering basket.
~ Use the e-giving tab on the website, mail in your donation, or place it in the
baskets at the entryways.
~ Please visit our website, bridgeportumc.org to check for regular updates.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Reader: Gracious and faithful God, we give you thanks for your steadfast love, for
grace that meets us before we ask and mercy that claims us again and again.

We thank you for the waters of baptism—for the promise spoken over us,
for the Spirit who descended in love, and for the voice that still declares us your
beloved. We thank you for meeting us in ordinary water and filling it with
extraordinary grace. For calling us by name, for claiming us as your own, and for
remaining with us in every season of life.

Receive now our gratitude and our gifts, the offerings of our lives and our
labor. Send us out as people marked by your love, to live as witnesses of Christ in
the world, guided by the Spirit, trusting that you are with us always.

ALL: All thanks and praise belong to you, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN Go, Make of All Disciples
*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD

*SENDING FORTH
POSTLUDE

UMH 571

Fugue on "All Christians Who Have Been Baptized"
(NUN FREUT EUCH) arr. by Michael Burkhardt
*Indicates standing as able.

Ministering in the Service: Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh — liturgist; Brett Miller —
organist/pianist; Soloists - Dan, Katherine, Amelia and Benjamin Hughes

OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK (January 11 — January 18

SUNDAY
8:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
9:30 AM Bread of Life Sunday School Library
9:30 AM Faith, Family, Friends SS Parlor
9:30 AM Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th)  Primary Chapel
9:30 AM Youth Sunday School Education Building
9:45 AM Worship @ Johnson Ave. Johnson Ave. Campus
9:45 AM Maplewood Worship Service Maplewood
10:45 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
11:45 AM Seraphim Singers Fellowship Hall
5:00 PM Cherub Choir Primary Chapel
5:00 PM Jubilate Singers Children’s Church Room
5:30 PM Children’s Handbells Children’s Church Room
6:00-7:00 PM  Mid/Sr. High Youth Education Building
MONDAY
7:00 AM AA Morning Meditation Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM Preventicare Nursery
TUESDAY
10:00 AM Staff Meeting will not meet Fowler Heritage Room
7:30 PM L.ILF.E. Johnson Ave. Campus
WEDNESDAY
6:30 PM Revive Recovery Johnson Ave. Campus
7:00 PM Chancel Choir Fellowship Hall
THURSDAY
7:00 AM Men’s Prayer and Coffee Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM PreventiCare Nursery
10:00 AM Lectionary Class Library
6:00 PM Sweet Hour of Prayer Johnson Ave. Campus
FRIDAY
7:00 AM AA Morning Meditation Johnson Ave. Campus
9:00 AM Sister’s Bible Study Fowler Heritage Room
SATURDAY
6:15 PM Saturday Evening Service Sanctuary
SUNDAY, January 18
8:30 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
9:30 AM Sunday School
9:45 AM Worship @ Johnson Ave. Johnson Ave. Campus
9:45 AM Maplewood Worship Service Maplewood
10:45 AM Worship Service Sanctuary
11:45 AM Seraphim Singers Fellowship Hall
5:00 PM Cherub Choir Primary Chapel
5:00 PM Jubilate Singers Children’s Church Room
5:30 PM Children’s Handbells Children’s Church Room

6:00-7:00 PM Mid/Sr. High Youth Education Building

Christian Sympathy to Patsy Powell on the death of her brother,
Richard Walsh.
Robin Ward on the death of her father, Bill Ward.
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BRIDGEPORT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh, Senior Pastor T Rev. Sarita Robinson, Associate Pastor
Rev. George Bramble, Pastoral Care T Rev. Jim Lang, Education
Dr. Dan Hughes, Director of Chancel Choir T Brett Miller, Organist

Jim Harris, Tom Price, Accompanists T Russ Francis, Treasurer

Kim Kapp, Jennifer Walker, Administrative Staff T Polly Steele, Director of Preschool
Becky Thornton, Director of Joyful Noise Afterschool Program

Dan & Katherine Hughes, Seraphim Directors t Katherine Hughes, Jubilate Director

Jennifer Lawson, Cherub Choir Director
Dorothy Prunty, Denny Owens, Cathy Hamilton, Michael Moran, Facilities




