
 
Bridgeport United Methodist Church  

January 18,  2026 † 8:30 AM & 10:45 AM 

SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE 

January 17,  2026                                                              6:15 PM 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT                                                          

 GATHERING MUSIC                                                                         Max Garner  

*HYMN                                         My Hope Is Built                               UMH 368           

*INVOCATION                        

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 MINISTRY STEWARDSHIP AND OPPORTUNITIES  

  ~ Use the e-giving tab on the website, mail in your donation, or place it in the 
 baskets at the entryways.   
  ~ Please visit our website, bridgeportumc.org for regular updates.   
               

 WORD IN MUSIC                                                                  

*SCRIPTURE LESSON           Exodus 14:31 & John 20:29  
           

 MESSAGE                                                                                           Rick Curtis 
         I Will Believe it When I See It, and/or I Will See it When I Believe It         
                

*HYMN OF RESPONSE              Only Trust Him                                 UMH 337 

 PASTORAL PRAYER       
 

*CLOSING HYMN                        Freely, Freely                                   UMH 389 

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD  

*SENDING FORTH AND POSTLUDE                                 

Child Care is available for infants – 5 years old in the Nursery in the back                   
hallway by the Chapel 

*Indicates standing as able. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ JOHNSON AVENUE 

January 18,  2026                                                               9:45 AM      

Gathering to Praise                                                                           

*Prayer of Invocation and Invitation 

*Scripture Choruses and Songs                                                              Jim Harris 

Growing in the Word     

*Scripture                                Exodus 14:31 & John 20:29    
                                     

Today’s Message                                                                                  Rick Curtis 
         I Will Believe it When I See It, and/or I Will See it When I Believe It         
                            

Glorifying God Through Communion and Response 

   Holy Communion 
 (This sacrament or “Holy Covenant” is a way of visibly remembering                        

God’s Sacrificial Love given in Christ Jesus and receiving his grace anew.) 
 

Going Forth to Share and Serve 

   Ministry Stewardship and Opportunities  

  *Closing Song 

  *Benediction and Sending Forth 

   *Indicates standing as able. 

WATCH BRIDGEPORT UNITED                    
METHODIST CHURCH ONLINE                                                                    
The service is streamed live at                   
10:45 AM, on Sundays, and is archived 
online for later viewing as well. Share 
this with persons you know who are out 
of town or unable to attend our                  
Worship Service in person. Visit the 
Church Website at 
www.bridgeportumc.org and click 
“Watch Online”.           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

REVIVE RECOVERY meets each 
Wednesday at 6:30 PM at our                 
Johnson  Avenue Campus.  

 

SEEKING ACOLYTES FOR THE 10:45 
SUNDAY SERVICE Young people in 
5th grade and up, we'd love to have 
your help in the worship service to light 
the altar candles at the beginning of the 
service and to carry the light of Christ 
back out at the end. Whether you have 
participated before or you are new to it, 
contact Jennifer Kniceley Sprouse at 
304-906-9007 (text or call) and we will 
update our list with your continued            
willingness to help or as a new recruit. 

 

NEW BIBLE STUDY — THE BOOK OF 
ACTS: Join us for a new Bible study on 
the Book of Acts beginning Thursday, 
January 29, at 7:00 PM in the                     
Intermediate Chapel (Sanctuary            
Overflow area). We’ll explore how the 
early church was formed, challenged, 
and sent into the world—and what this 
Spirit-led story means for the church 
today. Whether you are new to Bible 
study or looking to go deeper, you are 
welcome.  
 

GROWING IN GRACE 2026                         
As followers of Christ, we are called to 
“serve one another with whatever gift 
each has received” (1 Pet. 4:10). This 
season, we celebrate how God’s grace 
is growing through the ministries of 
Bridgeport United Methodist Church — 
in worship, discipleship, mission, and 
service. Please prayerfully consider 
your financial commitment for 2026 and                   
return your Commitment Card by              
placing it in the offering basket, mailing 
it to the church, or completing it online 
at bridgeportumc.org.  

 

SOUPER BOWL                
SUNDAY RETURNS 
Bridgeport United    
Methodist Men will host 
Souper Bowl Sunday on 

February 8 following the 10:45 AM                 
Worship Service in the Fellowship Hall. 
Sign up to bring your favorite soup            
today! Then show up to donate to your 
winning Super Bowl team and enjoy the 
soups and fellowship! Stick around to 
see which team raises the most                          
donations and wins the Souper Bowl! All 
donations will benefit Open Heart                 
Ministries in Clarksburg. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES AND 
BIBLE STUDIES   
Adult Sunday School Classes: 

Bread of Life SS/Library/9:30AM 

Faith, Family, Friends/Parlor/9:30 AM 

Youth SS/Education Building/9:30 AM 

Young Explorers SS/ages 3-5th grade/

 Primary Chapel/9:30 AM                       

Nursery Care/Infant-2 year old/               

 Nursery/9:30 AM 

Children’s Church Ages 5 thru 5
th 

 grade/10:45 AM/Children’s 

 Church room, back of                              

 Sanctuary  

Lectionary Bible Study/Thursdays/

 Library/10:00 AM 

Bible Study/Sanctuary overflow/ 

 Thursdays/7:00 PM  

 begins Jan. 29 

L.I.F.E. Bible Study/Johnson Ave.  

 Campus/Tuesdays/ 7:30 PM 

 

Available services—ask an usher for 
assistance                                                     
6:15 PM Saturday Evenings, infants 
through age 5, Nursery, hallway by back 
Chapel                                                             
8:30 Service Childcare - infants-5 years, 
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel                        
10:45 Service Childcare - infants-2 years, 
Nursery, hallway by back Chapel                                      
10:45 Service Childcare for 2, 3 & 4 yr. 
olds, Educ. Bldg. - 1st room on right                             
10:45 Children’s Church - ages 5-5th  grade, 
Children’s Church Room                                    
Large Print Hymnals at main entrance to 
the Sanctuary                                                                    
Prayer Cards to indicate special concerns 
are located in the pew racks                                        
Membership Directories are available in 
the Church Office. 

 
 

 

 

                             

 

Weekly Devotional Reading       

Sunday: Psalm 46:1-7, 10 
Monday: Galatians 3:23-29 

Tuesday: Luke 18:1-8 
Wednesday: Psalm 34:1-14 
Thursday: Matthew 5:13-16 

Friday: Psalm 84:1-12 
Saturday: Luke 22:39-46 

 

Breath Prayer This Week   

Heavenly Father, thank you for                 
creating us.  No matter where we 

find ourselves, may our hearts, 
words, and actions glorify you                    

always.  Amen. 
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S First time users, Sign up                         
for an account OR 
Give anonymously. 
Established Users Login. 
Thoughtfully Give. 

SIMPLY 
SCAN THE 
QR CODE 
TO GIVE 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO THE VISION OF “MATTHEW 25”  
We are a community of faith focused on being in ministry with and for the least, the 

last, the lonely, and the left out. Jesus said, “When you do it to the least of these, 

you do it unto me” (Matthew 25:40). This is our primary work. Please join us as we 

strengthen ourselves for the task in worship, prayer, and study and then go forth to 

serve in Matthew 25 Ministries.                                     
        

 PRELUDE                        
  As we gather, we are mindful of our Maplewood Worship Service.  
                 Today’s leader is Proverbs 31 Circle.                      
 

 BRINGING IN THE LIGHT AND THE WORD  
  

*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                   (Inspired by John 1:38-39, 46) 
    Reader: Come and see! 

 ALL: We come to see for ourselves who Jesus is. 

 Reader: Come and see! 

 ALL: We come with open hearts to encounter Jesus. 

 Reader: Come and see! 

 ALL: We come to follow where Jesus leads. 

 Reader: Come and see! 

 ALL: We come to deepen our relationship with God. 

 Reader: Come and see! 

 ALL: Yes, Lord, we come to follow you! 
 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION  

     Reader: Almighty God, Source of life and love, revealed to us in our Lord Jesus 

 Christ, who asked his disciples, “What are you looking for?” and who                  

 offered the invitation, “Come and see,” open our hearts to what you reveal 

 and give us courage to follow you. 

      By your Spirit, aid us in our journey, so that, like John who bore             

 witness to Jesus, our words and deeds may point to the Lamb of God who 

 takes away the  sins of the world; 

     ALL: through Jesus, the Messiah, we pray. Amen. 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

              Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

              Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 

                 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

               And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil, 

            For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen  
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE WEEK (January 18 – January 25) 

   
 
 
 
 
 

  8:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:45 AM 
  9:45 AM 
10:45 AM 
11:45 AM 
  5:00 PM 
  5:00 PM 
  5:30 PM 
6:00–7:00 PM 
   
   

  7:00 AM 
  9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00 AM 
  7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 

  6:30 PM 
  7:00 PM   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  7:00 AM 
  9:00 AM 
10:00 AM 
  6:00 PM 
   
   
 
 
 

  7:00 AM 
  9:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 6:15 PM   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  8:30 AM 
  9:30 AM 
  9:45 AM 
  9:45 AM 
10:45 AM 
11:45 AM 
  5:00 PM 
  5:00 PM 
  5:30 PM 
6:00-7:00 PM 
  

SUNDAY 
 
 

Worship Service 
Bread of Life Sunday School 
Faith, Family, Friends SS 
Young Explorers SS (Pre K3-5th) 
Youth Sunday School 
Worship @ Johnson Ave. 
Maplewood Worship Service 
Worship Service 
Seraphim Singers will not meet 
Cherub Choir  
Jubilate Singers  
Children’s Handbells  
Mid/Sr. High Youth  
 

MONDAY (Office Closed) 

AA Morning Meditation 
Preventicare 
 

TUESDAY  
Staff Meeting will not meet 
L.I.F.E. 
 

WEDNESDAY  
Revive Recovery  
Chancel Choir 
 
 

THURSDAY  
Men’s Prayer and Coffee 
PreventiCare  
Lectionary Class  
Sweet Hour of Prayer  
 
 

FRIDAY  
AA Morning Meditation 
Sister’s Bible Study  
 

SATURDAY  
Saturday Evening Service 

 

SUNDAY, January 25 
Worship Service 
Sunday School 
Worship @ Johnson Ave. 
Maplewood Worship Service 
Worship Service 

Seraphim Singers 
Cherub Choir  
Jubilate Singers   
Children’s Handbells  
Mid/Sr. High Youth  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctuary 
Library 
Parlor 
Primary Chapel 
Education Building 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
Maplewood 
Sanctuary 
Fellowship Hall 
Primary Chapel 
Children’s Church Room 
Children’s Church Room 
Education Building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 
Nursery 
 
 
 
 

Fowler Heritage Room 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 
Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 

Nursery 
Library 
Johnson Ave. Campus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Johnson Ave. Campus 
Fowler Heritage Room 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sanctuary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctuary 
 
Johnson Ave. Campus   
Maplewood 
Sanctuary 
Fellowship Hall 
Primary Chapel 
Children’s Church Room 
Children’s Church Room 
Education Building 
 

 

*HYMN OF WORSHIP                   Jesus Calls Us                                          UMH 398 
 

 WORD IN MUSIC           God So Loved the World    John Stainer; arr. James Webb; 

                  text from John 3:16-17 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,  

that who so believeth, believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world,  

but that the world through him might be saved.  
  

*SCRIPTURE LESSON                  John 1:29-42 
 

 The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 

comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not 

know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to 

Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it 

remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 

water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who 

baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the 

Chosen One.” The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as 

he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw 

them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 

“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, 

“Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with 

him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard 

John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his 

brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated 

Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon 

son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).  

   

    Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.  

  ALL: Thanks be to God.  
 
              

*HYMN OF PREPARATION  Would I Have Answered When You Called  FWS 2137  
      (verse 4) 

                              

 MESSAGE                                    Answer the Call                       Rev. Dr. Dan Kimble 

  

*HYMN OF RESPONSE                 We Are Called                                        FWS 2172  

  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF PARDON  
 Reader: Let us pray — Gracious God, you ask us, “What are you looking for?” 

and you invite us, “Come and see.”  

 ALL: Yet we confess that we often look for the wrong things – for               

comfort instead of calling, for certainty instead of trust, for safety instead of 

faith.  

 Reader: You call us to follow,  

 ALL: but we linger where it is familiar.  

 Reader: You reveal your light,  

 ALL: but we cling to shadows.  

 Reader: You send us to bear witness,  

 ALL: but we remain silent when love requires courage. Forgive us, O 

God. Turn our hearts again toward you. Open our eyes to see your glory in               

Jesus. Give us the grace to rise, to follow, and to become the people you call us 

to be.  

(Silent prayer)  

 Reader: Hear the good news: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world.” In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. In Jesus Christ, we are made new. 

In Jesus Christ, we are called again to follow.  

 ALL: Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

     

BRIDGEPORT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Matthew Paugh, Senior Pastor † Rev. Sarita Robinson, Associate Pastor 
Rev. George Bramble, Pastoral Care † Rev. Jim Lang, Education   

Dr. Dan Hughes, Director of  Chancel Choir † Brett Miller, Organist                                                
Jim Harris, Tom Price, Accompanists † Russ Francis, Treasurer                                                    

Kim Kapp, Jennifer Walker, Administrative Staff † Polly Steele, Director of Preschool                                
Becky Thornton, Director of Joyful Noise Afterschool Program                                                    

Dan & Katherine Hughes, Seraphim Directors † Katherine Hughes, Jubilate Director  
 Jennifer Lawson, Cherub Choir Director  

 Dorothy Prunty, Denny Owens, Cathy Hamilton, Michael Moran, Facilities                     

MINISTRY STEWARDSHIP AND OPPORTUNITIES  
   ~ Please fill out a prayer card if desired and place it in an offering basket.        
   ~ Use the e-giving tab on the website, mail in your donation, or place it in the  
 baskets at the entryways.                                                                                               
   ~ Please visit our website, bridgeportumc.org to check for regular updates.  

 

 *DOXOLOGY        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow              UMH 95 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen 
 

 MOMENTS OF GUIDED PRAYER  
 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  

 Reader: Let us pray —  

  Jesus, Lamb of God,  

 ALL: have mercy on us.  

 Reader: Jesus, Bearer of our sins,  

 ALL: have mercy on us.  

 Reader: Jesus, Redeemer of the world,  

 ALL: grant us peace.  

 Reader: O God of majesty and light, you hold the whole world in your 

hand. We give you our great praise that in Jesus Christ all people may see your 

glory. We thank you for revealing Jesus to be your Son, who called disciples with 

the invitation, “Come and see!”  

 O God, give us the courage and confidence to follow you no matter where 

you lead. By your Holy Spirit, send us forth in your name to serve the poor, the 

lost, and the outcast. As we share your hope and healing through our loving                 

ministry, help us to reach out and invite the world to “come and see!”  

 ALL: Take us and all we have to be useful in your service, God of all 

nations, in the gracious name of Jesus Christ, your Son, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  

 

*SENDING HYMN                     The Summons                                       FWS 2130 

 

*TAKING THE LIGHT INTO THE WORLD 

 

*SENDING FORTH 
 

 POSTLUDE             

 

*Indicates standing as able.     

 

Ministering in the Service: Cheryl Bramble – liturgist; Tom Price – pianist;                      

Seraphim Singers (10:45)  

 

Christian Sympathy to the Family of C. Richard McClure.                                      

Dale Payne and Family on the death of his wife, Anita Payne.                                                    

Joe Hickman on the death of his father, Phil Hickman.                                                                            

The Family of Larry McKnight.                           

                                       

   


